REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https://archive.org/details/gilkeyshistoryofOOgilk 


A  HISTORY  OF  THE 
EARLY  AMERICAN 
GILKEYS  AND  THEIR 
DESCENDANTS  .  .  .  . 


BY 


/ 

MERRILL...  WIS  CON  SIN...  1950 


GEORGE  L.  GILKEY 
MERRILL,  WIS. 


Nov. 12 ,1948 


Dear  Miss  Guilkey: 

I  am  working  on  the  genealogy  og  the  Gilkey 
family.  I  have  a  vast  amount  of  data  and  may  have  some¬ 
thing  of  interest  to  you. 

In  Ireland  where  the  Gilkeys  settled  for  a 
few  years  after  leaving  Scotland  and  before  coming  to 
.America,  I  find  the  name  spelled  Gilkey  in  most  cases 
although  Guilkey  is  used  sometimes.  On  this  side  some 
of  the  southern  Gilkeys  spelled  it  with  a  U  as  you  do. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  we  are  of 
the  same  family.  Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  me 
the  name  of  each  direct  Gilkey  or  Guilkey  ancester  as 
far  back  as  you  have  it  end  indicate  what  part  of  the 
country  or  Ireland  they  came  from.  It  may  be  I  have  your 
father  or ‘grandfather  listed  in  my  records. 

Thanking  you  I  remain 

sincerely  yours 
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THE  G  I  L  K  S  Y  S 
Some  introductory  remarks  by  one  of  them 
Herbert  James  Gilkey 

* 

The  name  Gilkey  is  considered  imi^sual  if  not  rare,  although  a 

■  '• 

great  many  people  are  of  Gilkey  name  and  many  more  are  of  Gilkey 

lineage.  A  crude  estimate  from  telephone  directory  studies  places 

#•  > 

*  -  . ;  '  '  * 

the  total  living  Gilkeys  In  the  United  States  at  two  thousand  or 
upwards;  say  one  Gilkey  to  each  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  of  U.S« 
population.  Persons  of  Gilkey  blood  and  the  traceable  ancestors 
comprise  a  sizable  total.  Outside  of  the  United  States,  except, 

of  course.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland,  the  name  is  rarely  to  be  found, 

•  \ 

Many  names  resemble  Gilkey,  but  in  most  cases,  this  is  probably 
without  significance  or  accidental,  i.e.:  Gilkie,  Gilk,  Gilker, 
Gilkerson.  The  name  has  sometimes  been  spelled  Guilkey  but  this 
is  not  supported  by  the  known  records.  There  Is  some  excuse  for 
saying  that  it  used  to 'be  MacGilkey,  as  that  may  descend  from  the 
original  M’Gillekehr,  although  the  ■writer  has  found  none  of  that 
name  in  America. 


_  c.  -iW  AAi  li  -  - 
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IX 


THE  BREADALBANE  G  I-L  KEYS 
In  a  fascinating  record*  knoY/n  to  historians  as  "The  Black  Book 

*  t 

t 

* 

of  Taymouth"*  is  the  ancient  story  of  an  event  which  took  place 

on  June  10*  15>U7*  in  the  Breadalbane  Charter  Room*  of  Castle 

Kilchurn*  on  Loch  A we*  in  the  Central  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

Donald,  Finla  and  Duncan  Gilkey  (spelled  M 1  Gillekeyr.  then) 

joined  fortunes  with  the  House  of  Glenurchy.  This  was  the  .  . 

house  of  Breadalbane*  founded  by  the  First  Laird  of  Loch  Awe* 

handed  dovm  to  Sir  Colene  of  Glenurchy*  then  to  Sir  Duncan 

Campbell*  and  on  to  his  younger  brother*  John  Campbell*  titled 

*  / 

the  Fifth  Laird  of  Glenurchy. 

"The  Black  Book”  was  kept  by  Master  Lull  iem  Bowie*  family  no¬ 
tary  and  pedagogue  to  the  grandsons  of  Sir  Duncan  Campbell*  the 
Seventh  Laird  of  Glenurchy  and  was  dedicated  in  June*  1^98. 

This  book  was  kept  to  record  successive  acquisitions  of  property* 
inventories*  expenditures  and  the  agreements  made  with  all  clans 
and  families  who  united  in  mutual  support  of  the  House  of  Glen¬ 
urchy  and  gave  bond  to  that  effect. 

*  4  r  *  ^ 

To  share  with  the  reader  the  pleasure  of  knowing  this  old  docu- 

ment  as  it  is,  the  words  contained  are  printed  here  exactly  in 

% 

H. 

the  language  and  spelling  of  that  day*  follovred  by  the  modern- 

w  *  ...  V 

ized  version.  .  .  .  . 

BAUD  of  the  M ’ GULEKEYRS  ' 

'  '  '  '  .  ,  •  •  ‘ 

The  secund  day  of  Junii  anno  domini  etc  XLVII  yeris  at  the  Cast- 

.  i  *  -  ^ 

i  .'y  *  r  .  .  .  • 

ell  of  Glenurguhay  Donald  M’Gillekehr  Fynla  M’Gillekehr  his  son 

%  -  %  •  v  •  1 

Duncan  M’Gillekehr  and  Neil  M'Coull  V’llleykehr  Mylcallum  M’Coull 


V*  Hlekehr  Finlay  M ’  Ane  V’Kyndle  Donald  M’Kewin  V’Hlikehr  Jhon  Oyr 
M’Coull  V,Hlekehr  for  thaym  and  thair  successioun.  Thay  and  ilk  ane 
of  thaym  hes..Chesyn  of  thayr  awyri  fre  motywe . . ane  honorable  man  Jhon 
Cambell  of  Glenurquhay  and  his  ayris  to  thair  cheyf  to  be  thair  protec- 
tour.  .in  all  just  actionis. .as  ayne  cheyf  dois  in  the  contreis  of  the 
helandis  and  sail  haif  landis  of  me  in  assedatioun  for  the  payment  afor 
wderis  and  quhenony  of  thaym  decessis  sail  leyf  to  me  or  my  ayris  ane 
cawylpe  of  Kenkynie  as  is  usit  in  the  contreis  abowtis  befor  thir  wit- 
nesses  -  Duncan  M’Lawchlan  V’Korkittill  Jhon  Heddocht  Male  urn  M’Kill- 
ib  and  Sir  Alexander  M1  Gillespie  vicar  of  Inchadin.  And  atour  thay 
hayf  promest  to  bryng  all  the  layf  of  thair  kyn  that  thay  may  to  the 
saramyn  effek..and  for  mayr  securite  the  pairt  remanent  witht  Jhon 
Cambell  the  saydis  persones  aboun  subscriuit  witht  thair  awyn  handis 
led  at  the  pen  by  the  vicar  of  Inchaydyn.  Donald  M’Gillekehr  with  my 
hand  led  at  the  pen..!ynla  M’Gillekehr  and  Duncan  his  broder  our 
hand  led  at  the  pen.  .Neill  M’Cowll  V’Hlekehr  and  Mai  cum  his  broder 
witht  our  hand  led  at  the  pen..Fynla  M’Ane  V1  Indie  with  my  hand  led 
at  the  pen.  Donald  M’Hewin  V’lllekehr  with  my  hand  led  at  the  pen.. 
Jhon  Oyr  M’Cowll  V’lllekehr  sicklyk. 


THE  195a  VERSION 


These  men  gave  bond  for  themselves,  heirs  and  assigns,  of  their  own 

^  *  ,J  v 

'free  will,  to  recognize  John  Campbell  as  their  chief  and  protector, 
as  is  the  custom  of  the  highlands.  In  consideration,  John  Campbell 

*  '  .  **  -  '  v  *  *'-• 

*  »  i 

agrees  to  give  them  lands.  In  case  any  of  them  die,  John  Campbell  is 

"  7i  '  ‘  •  .  *  '  -  .  ’  “  ' '  ■» 

to  be  willed  an  amount  (in  the  nature  of  a  tax  or  tithe)  in  money. 


*• 


XI 


live  stock  or  goods  in  keeping  with  the  custom  of  the  country. 

For  further  security  as  to  the  part  remaining  with  John  Campbell, 
each  is  required  to  sign  the  bond,  with  his  hand  led  at  the  pen  by 
the  vicar. 


It  will  be  noted  in  all  the  documents  that  the  same  words  may  be 
spelled  differently  in  the  same  record,  perhaps  to  be  attributed 
more  to  the  literacy  of  the  notary  than  to  defects  in  the  native 
speech.  Frequently  the  same  person  might  be  known  by  different 
names,  spelled  as  each  individual  saw  fit.  The  letter  ,tMTf  with 
the  apostrophe  preceeded  many  patronymics  (family  names).  The 
letter  nVn  is  said  to  have  preceeded  the  more  modern  nVLc1T. 

Anyone  who  thinks  any  modern  thriller  is  full  of  blood  and  thun- 

*  - 

der  should  read  the  history  of  the  age  long  melodrama  between  the 
Campbells  and  the  McNabs.  The  M 1  Gillekehrs  were  Campbell  men. 


- 
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XII 


The  GILKEYS  in  AMERICA 


This  genealogy  has  to  do  with  the  descendants  of  several  Giikev 
arrived  in  America  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  beginning  shortly  :ir- 
ter  1700.  Londonderry  is  frequently  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  New  England  Gilkeys  while  Donegal  seems  to  have  been  the  p'.  o'e 
of  origin  of  the  Gilkeys  who  went  to  Pennsylvania.  Little  is  >  r.  wn 
of  their  antecedants  because  they  were  not  warlike  but  descended 
from  farmers  and  craftsmen  and  because  the  records  of  that  part  of 
Ireland  have  been  destroyed  during  the  various  uprisings. 

It  seems  that  the  family  is  of  Scotch  origin  and  emigrated  to  Ire¬ 
land  after  l6f>0.  Aside  from  the  bond  between  the  M’Gillekehrs  and 

% 

the  Campbells  recorded  in  the  ’’Black  Book  of  Taymouth”  (lpL-7)  there 
^  is  no  official  record  of  the  family  until  over  100  years  later. 

Then  on  October  10.  l6j?3  <  Willi  ame  Gil Ikie ,  sone  of  James  Gillkie 

and  Ellspeth  Wallker,  was  baptised  at  Duns  (Dunse),  Scotland,  a 

■ 1  1-1  ■"  • 

town  in  the  shire  of  Berwick,  .just  east  of  Edinburgh,  mentioned 
with  the  nearby  towns  of  Langton  and  Gavington,  in  the  records  of 
the  Gilkeys «  There  also  we  find  Margaret  Gillkie  who  married  Peit- 
ter  Smyth  about  1680  and  Alexander  Gillkie,  who  was  probably  a  bro¬ 
ther  of  Margaret  and  William.  Several  people  are  mentioned  in  the 

-  vj. 

records  as  having  left  these  parts  for  Ireland  between  1660  and  I67I4. 

‘  Among  these  emigrants  may  well  have  been  three  Gilkeys  who  appear 

in  the  records  of  the  Templemore  Parish  of  the  Derry  Cathedral  of 

•  • 

Londonderry,  Ireland,  between  l68l  and  1687.  A  summary  of  all  of 

.  —  4 

the  Gilkeys  in  Ireland  that  we  have  ary  record  of  will  appear  later 
in  this  record,  but  as  it  seems  very  probably  that  these  London- 


XIII 


derry  men  were  closely  connected  with  the  Gilkeys  who  first 

/  .  /  i 

appear  in  New  England  we  will  mention  them  briefly  at  this 

point.  They  were  Charles,  James  and  John  Gilkey.  As  will  be 

seen  from  the  record,  several  sons  were  born  to  Charles  and  his 

wife  Eary  between  l68l  and  168 6,  while  both  James  and  John  were 

married  in  that  same  period.  As  several  of  the  New  England  Gil- 

-  • 

keys  were  apparently  born  near  1700,  it  would  seem  that  they  may 

*  r  • 

have  been  grandsons  of  one  or  more  of  these  Londonderry  men. 

A 

•  r  J  •  •  . 

The  very  first  mention  we  have  of'  a  Gilkey  in  America  is  the 

r  . 

record  of  the  birth  of  a  son  Charles  to  John  and  Nary  Gilkey  of 
Braintree,  Mass.  This  boy  was ‘born  on  9/21/172^.  His  father, 
John,  died  on  8/2/1727,  apparently  a  young  man.  He  will  head  the 
first  or  (A)  branch  of  the  family*  -- 

•  - 


The  third  Gilkey  to  appear  in  the  records  of  Braintree  was  James 
Gilkey  of  that  place  who  married  Grace  Randall  of  nearby  Scitu- 
ate  on  2/9/1737  or  about  10  years  after  John  died*  John  could 

well  have  married  in  Ireland  and  have  come  to  America  with  a 

>_  ■  ■■  „  --  -  * 

young  son,  James.  This  would  account  for  James  not  appearing  in 

■  .  ,,•»  ,  .  *  •  f  **  -V  ' 

the  vital  records  of  Braintree*  It  would  also  account  for  Nary, 

r,  •  '-*«*'*  , 

wife  of  John,  being  named  executrix  of  John’s  estate,  assuming 

*  s;  * 

that  James  was  in  his  teens  at  the  time.  Because  of  the  uncer- 

•**  -  '  ‘  .  V  •  *  *  *  • 

tainty  we  'will  place  James  at  the  head  of  the  second  or  (B) 


branch , 


i  •• 


t  . 


v* . 


Family  legend  has  it  that  William  and  James  Gilkey  (the  latter  of 
Gorham,  He.,  and  not  the  same  as  the  Braintree  James)  were  brothers 


i  s.  'i  -  V 


•“  ■  i-w  /  S  '■  ■■  - 


i  A*"* 


s*  »L'V.  w 


•/  »  '  S  . 


A  •  • 


A  large  number  of  Gilkeys  began  to  arrive  in  Pennsylvania  starting 

with  173U  and  going  through  1772*  We  Trill  not  deal  vrith  them  here 

<•  ,  v 
but  Trill  comment  on  them  as  we  come  to  them  in  the  record. 


•liJ 


XVII 


/ 

The  GILKEYS  in  EUROPE 

t 

*  ^ 

We  have  discussed  the  Breadalbane  Gilkeys  in  Scotland  and  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Gilkeys  in  America  we  have  referred  briefly  to 
those  in  Ireland. 


We  will  here  tabulate  the  earliest  Gilkeys  without  making  too  much 
effort, to  set  them  up  by  branches.  The  data  we  have  is  very  incom¬ 
plete  so  we  will  simply  set  down  what  we  have  in  as  orderly  a  manner 

C'  * 

as  we  can. 


Donald  M’Gillekehr  (Gilkey) 

b.  near  loch  Awe,  Scotland  about  1500 

Children  of  Donald  H’C-illekehr  (Gilkey) 

Finla  HGillekehr  (Gilkey) 
b.  about  1525 

Duncan  Li’Gillekehr  (Gilkey) 
b.  about  1^25 


James  Gillkie  of  Duns  (Danse)  Scotland 
b.  probably  about  1625-30 
m.  Ellspeth  Wallker 


•Children  of  James  Gillkie  (Gilkey) 
Williame  Gillkie 

b.  10/10A653 

Margaret  Gillkie  Smyth 

b.  about  1655-60 

m.  about  1680  to  Peitter  Smyth 

Alexander  Gillkie 

b.  .between  1660  and  1675 


There  are  records  of  several  families  moving  from  the  Duns,  Lang- 
town  and  Gavington,  Scotland  areas  to  the  north  of  Ireland  between 
1660  and  l67li .  In  a  record  of  the  Templemore  Parish  of  the  London¬ 
derry,  Ireland  Cathedral  kept  roughly  for  the  period  1650  to  1700, 


V 


XVIII 


we  find  our  first  reference  to  any  Gilkeys  in  l68l  and  our  last 

* 

reference  to  them  in  1687.  Over  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Donegal 
we  find  a  James  Gilkey  as  early  as  1665.  It  is  possible  that  he  was 
the  same  James  Gillkie  that  we  found  at  Duns,  Scotland,  in  1653  as 
father  of  Williame.  It  may  be  that  James  moved  from  Scotland  about 
1665  or  earlier  and  that  the  family  lived  at  Donegal  and  that  three 
sons  later  moved  to  Londonderry.  This,  of  course,  is  purely  surmise 
and  therefore  ?re  will  not  attempt  to  do  more  than  consider  these 

Londonderry  Gilkeys  as  brothers  as  circumstances  indicate. 

•  • 

We  have  therefore: 

Charles  Gilkey 
b.  about  1660 
m.  Mary 

% 

James  Gilkey 
b.  about  1660 

m.  int.  12/26/1653  to  Sarah  Wark  — 

John  Gilkey 
b.  about  1660 

m.  int.  II./2/I666  to  Margret  Elder 


Children  of  Charles  and  Mary  Gilkey 
John  Gilkey 

bapt.  12/5/1681  d.  8/15/1682 
Charles  Gilkey  \ 

•  bapt.  8/l6/l683 
James  Gilkey 
bapt.  5/l5/l687 

« 

♦ 

Returning  to  Scotland  we  have  record  of  certain  children  born  to  Mar 
gret  Gilkey  Smyth  which  we  will  record. 

1  * 

James  Smyth  / 

bapt.  10/22/1680 

"Will  Smith  (spelling  changed  at  this  time) 
bapt.  7/2/1683 
Peter  Smith 

bapt.  I1/2/1688  .  • 


?  UK.I . ’  V 


The  Pennsylvania  Gilkeys 


Leaving  the  New  England  Gilkeys  we  deal  now  with  several  Gilkey  groups 
that  appear  in  Pennsylvania  during  Colonial  days. 

•  . 

The  first  of  these  groups  we  find  in  Chester  and  Montgomery  counties 
located  in  southeastern  Pennsylvania.  TTe  will  divide  then  into  two 
branches  of  the  family  although  it  would  seen  that  they  were  probably 
brothers .  *  •  •  ' 

"  The  first  one  that  we  have  record  of  -is  Walter  Gilkey  who-  was  on  the 
tax  roll  of  Sadsbury  Township  in  Chester  County  as  early  as  1726  under 
name  of  Walter  Geky  which  was  evidently  a  misspelling  as  a  Walter  Gil¬ 
key  appears  on "the  tax  rolls  of  the  same  township  in  1730  and  there¬ 
after.  He  will  head  the  (F)  branch  of  the  Gilkeys. 

Over  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Montgomery  in  173k  a  Samuel  Gilkey 
appears  on  the  tax  rolls.  He  will  head  the  (G)  branch  of  the  family. 

The  next  group  of  Gilkeys  appear  in  southcentral  Pennsylvania  at  or 
near  Carlisle  and  Gettysburg  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  later. 
Descendants  of  this  group  claim  that  they  came  to  .America  from  Donegal 
Ireland  and  that  they  were  composed  of  several  brothers  and  cousins. 
After  a  short  stay  in  Pennsylvania  these  Gilkeys  moved  on  to  North 
■"Carolina  and  Kentucky. 

We  will  deal  first  with  a  group  of  three  said  to  have  been  cousins, 
namely,  Robert,  Charles  and  John.  Of  these  Robert  is  important  to  us 
as  he  furnishes  a  clue  to  the  date  of  arrival  of  the  group  in  America. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  arrived.  Robert 
married  a  widow  whose  first  marriage  took  place  in  1763.  She  became 
a  widow  in  1775  and  then  married  Robert.  Apparently  she  was  rather 
young  when  first  married  and  if  we  assume  she  was  about  twenty  and 
that  she  and  Robert  were  of  about  the  same  age,  it  would  place  their 
birth  in  the  neighborhood  of  17k3«  So  if  Robert  was  twelve  when  he 
came  to  America,  we  can  place  the  arrival  of  this  group  in  Pennsylvania 
at  not  far  from  1755. 

Robert  Gilkey  went  to  North  Carolina  and  it  was  there  that  he  married. 

He  will  head  the  (H)  branch. 

The  second  of  the  three  cousins  was  Charles  Gilkey.  Charles  went  from 
Carlisle,  Pa.  to  North  Carolina  and  then  to  Kentucky  where  he  settled 
in  Mt.  Sterling,  Montgomery  County.  V,re  will  put  him  at  the  head  of 
the  (K)  branch. 

The  other  member  of  this  group  was  John  Gilkey  who  apparently  took 
about  the  same  course  as  the  other  two  but  differed  in  that  he  even¬ 
tually  went  to  Pottenger’s  Fort  near  what  is  now  Bardston  in  Nelson 
County,  Ky.  He  heads  the  (M)  branch  of  the  Gilkeys. 

We  now  come  to  a  third  group.  This  group  is  comprised  of  three  brothers 
John,  David  and  TFilliam.  There  was  a  very  close  relationship  with  the 
North  Carolina  aid  Kentucky  Gilkeys  just  mentioned.  They  also  came  from 
Donegal,  Ireland,  and  lived  for  a  time  in  Pennsylvania.  Some  of  their 


The  North  Carolina  Gilkeys 
John  Gil key  (H) 


The  three  Gilkey  cousins  who  came  to  America  from  Donegal,  Ireland, 
about  1755"  or  later  after  spending  some  time  at  or  near  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  moved  into  North  Carolina,.  One  of  these  was  John  Gilkey  said 
to  have  been  12  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  in  America.  Jean 
McQuistan  born  in  Scotland  married  James  Finley  of  Carlisle,  Pa.  on 
3/2/1763.  They  later  moved  to  Newbem,  N.C.,  "where  Finley  died  in 
Tryon  Township  in  1775.  There  were  four  sons  bora  to  this  marriage 
but  all  of  them  died  violent  deaths  in  early  manhood.  Jean  then 
married  Robert  Gilke"17"  and  they  founded  the  (K)  branch  of  the  family. 
Several  of  their  descendants  live  at  or  near  Marion  and  Rutherford, 
N.C. 


Helton  Park  Gilkey  Kh.12  says  of  the  North  Carolina  Gilkeys: 

"They  "were  originally  of  Scotch  Highland  stock  and  came  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  from  whence  they -came  to  Pennsylvania  as  some 
part  of  the  Penn  colonizing  project.  One  who  went  to  Guilford  Court¬ 
house  in  N.C.  was  one  of  that  hard-headed  gang  of  Scotch  Irish  who 
brought  about  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  (a  rebellion  against  govern¬ 
ment  tax  on  m  0  — XT  iio-ciO  e  whiskey) .  He  located  at  a  place  called 

Gilkey  between  Marion  and  Rutherford.  This  farm  was  located  on  the 
Little  Broad  Fiver  — *  at  which  my  grandfather  died  in  1877  lacking  a 
few  months  of  being  100  from  taking  an  afternoon  stroll  of  18  miles, 
getting  overheated  and  talcing  cold.  Several  of  this  group  died  in 
their  90Ts.  This  grandfather  of  my  father  took  part  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  but  how  much  fighting  he  did  I  do  not  knovr  but  the  family  claim 
he  gave  a  great  deal  of  his  sustenance  towards  provisioning  the  army 
which  must  be  somewhat  true  as  there  was  until  recently  around  $lj.0,000 
of  Continental  Currency  in  the  family." 


John  Gilkey  (H) 

b.  Donegal,  Ireland  about  17^-3 

m.  about  1775/6  to  Jean  McQuistan  Finley 


Children  of  John  Gilkey  (H) 


HI  Rebecca  Gilkey 

■x 

H2  Sarah  Gilkey  Hunter  .  _  ** 

b.  lA/1778  '  • 

m.  Dr.  Hunter  of  Anderson,  S.C. 

H3  Letitia  Gilkey  Lawhon 
b.  11/23/1782  d.  1866 
m.  Archibald  Lawhon 
HU  Jeanette  Gilkey  Hamilton 
b.  5/27/l7Sij 
H5  John  Gilkey 

b.  11/9/1765  d.  T2/21A887 

m.  Cynthia  Logan  b.  3/12/96  d.  I1/I6/8O 


Nelson  County,  Kentucky  Gilkeys  (N) 

We  have  listed  John  Gilkey  (M)  as  of  Pottenger* s  Fort,  Nelson  County, 
Xy.  Some  people  think  that  the  three  Gilkey  brothers  who  were  appar¬ 
ently  cousins  of  John,  came  to  this  place  from  North  Carolina.  Samuel 
Forrest  Pottenger  differs  from  this  view  and  we  think  he  does  so  with 
good  reason.  It  is  his  belief  that  the  three  brothers,  John,  David 
and  William  (the  first  two  of  whom  married  Pottenger  girls)  came  to 
Pottenger’ s  Fort  with  "Oldc Sam pottenger  when  he  moved  there  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Cheat  River  in-. what  was  then  thought  to  be  Virginia 
but  was  found  on  a  later  survey  to  have  been  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  is  borne  out  in  part  by  the  fact  that  there  was  a  David  Gilkey 
living  in  Virginia  shortly  after  1?1|0  and  it  is  entirely  possible 
that  this  David  was  the  father  of  a  younger  David  and  his  brothers, 
John  and  William.  The  Cheat  River  is  located  in  southwestern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  Fayette  County  and  while  there  is  plenty  of  evidence 
that  the  Gilkeys  from  there  were  closely  related  to  those  near 
Carlisle  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  their  movements  were  inde¬ 
pendent.  As  we  have  no  direct  evidence  that  David  of  Virginia  was 
the  father  of  these  three  we  will  head  the  branch  as  sons  of  "Unknown11 
Gilkey  (N) . 

Unknown  Gilkey  (N) 

...  .  may  have  been  David  of  Virginia  17h~ 

b.  probably  in  Ireland 

Children  of  Unknown  Gilkey  / N ) 

N1  John  Gilkey 

came  to  Kentucky  about  17?0 

me  Jemina  Pottenger*  who  d.  12/31/1820 

de  18UU  at  his  home  on  Gilkey' s  Run  four  miles  south  of  Bards town, f 
N2  David  Gilkey 

d.  Union,  now  Henderson  Co.,  Ky.  1820 
m,  Elizabeth  Pottenger*  sister  of  Jemina 
They  had  seven  children,  all  girls. 

N3  William  Gilkey*-* 

Suppcsed  to  have  gone  to  Missouri 

-*The  Pottenger  girls  were  daughters  of  Samuel  Pcttenger  1718-1820, 
known  as  "Old  Sam”  to  distinguish  him  from  his  sen,  Samuel,  175U-1831 
who  married  John  Gilkey  (M)!s  widow. 

•jBSWilliairi  Gilkey  received  from  the  state  of  Virginia  a  grant  of  17b 
acres  of  land  on  Beech  Fork  River  in  Nelson  County,  Ky.  on  l;/3/l787. 
His  brother  John  lived  on  Gilkey7 s  Run  which  enters  into  the  same 
stream.  Both  men  served  in  Capt0  Proctor's  Company  of  Militia  in 

Nelson  County. 

% 

There  is  also  mention  of  a  Robert  Gilkey  living  at  or  near  Pottenger’ 
Fbrt.  S.  Forrest  Pottenger  suggests  that  this  was  probably  Robert 
Gilkey  Ml,  son  of  John  Gilkey  who  lived  at  the  same  place.  Robert  is 
referred  to  as  a  cousin  of  the  others. 


The  Mt.  Sterling  Kentucky  Gilkeys  (K) 

The  second  of  the  three  Gilkey  cousins  who  ca"ie  fror.  Donegal,  Ireland 
to  Carlisle,  Fa.  and  then  migrated  to  North  Carolina  was  Charles 
Gilkey.  He  married  in  North  Carolina  to  Elizabeth  Ferguson  and  with 
her  went  to  Mt.  Sterling  in  Montgomery  County,  Kentucky  and  there 
founded  a  sizable  branch  of  the  family.  We  will  designate  him  by  the 
prefix  (K) . 
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Charles  Gilkey  (K) 

b.  Donegal  County,  Ireland 

m.  Elizabeth  Ferguson  of  North  Carolina 

Children  of  Charles  Gilkey  (K) 


K1  Thomas  Stewart  Gilkey 
b.  347/1777  d.  7/20/16U3 

m.  3J/19/95  to  Grace  Foiman  b.  10/27/76  d.  5/6/ia 
K2  William  M.  Gilkey  (Billy  —  crippled  in  war) 

^  ^  aged  81  yrs.  9  mo.  20  days 

m.  2nd  Barbara  Smith  b.  2/23/93  d.  2/10/83 
K3  Andrew  Gilkey 


KU  John  Ferguson  Gilkey*  Putman  Co.,  Ind. 
b.  U/19/1795  d.  2/3/1863 
^  m.  1/12/23  to  Sally  Ray  b.  5/11/05  d.  9/lU/92 
K5>  Robert  Gilkey 

b.  6/28/1799  d.  3/18/181*7 
m.  1st  8/10/26  to  Elizabeth  Ray  b.  10/5/10 
m.  2nd  Elizabeth  Bratten  b.  l*/6/l2  d.  l/l6/89 
K6  Charles  P.  Gilkey 

b.  1808  "at  aged  56  yrs.  10  mo.  16  days 
m.  Amanda  McNear 

K7  Elizabeth  Gilkey  Sanders  (Saunders) ^ 
m.  1st  Ezra  Sanders 
m.  h  times 
K8  Polly  Gilkey 

K9  Sally  Gilkey  Thompson  ^ 

m.  - - Thompson,  brother  of  Hugh 

K0  Rebecca  Gilkey  Thompson 

d.  at  lit.  Sterlings 
m.  Hugh  Thompson 


g 


*See  next  page 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  GUILKEY  FAMILY 


1 

Whenever  the  subject  of  genealogy  or  a  family  history  comes  up 
among  my  friends  or  others,  the  first  question  that’s  always  asked  is: 

"Why  would  anybody  want  to  bother  with  such  a  thing?"  Well,  I  had  to 
give  some  thought  to  this,  and  my  wife  June  probably  came  up  with  the 
simplest  explanation.  She  said,  "You  know,  as  we  go  down  the  road  of  life 
we  are  like  a  bus  that’s  full  of  people  and  the  people  in  the  bus  are  our 
ancestors,  so,  actually  we  are  this  bus  that’s  made  up  of  all  our  ancestors." 
Now,  one  of  the  basic  foundation  stones  of  my  personal  philosophy  is  that 
as  early  as  possible  in  each  one’s  life  you  should  find  out  who  you  are. 

In  order  to  do  this,  it  is  a  great  help  to  find  out  where  you  came  from 
and  who  you  came  from,  and  this  is  where  the  family  history  begins. 

Because,  since  you  are  made  up  as  the  final  result  or  total  of  all  these 
people  who  came  ahead  of  you,  all  their  genes  are  somehow  mixed  in  various 
quantities  inside  of  you;  this  is  the  beginning  of  who  you  are.  From 
there  on,  it’s  just  a  matter  of  shaping  this  result  with  the  local  environ¬ 
ment  and  other  things  that  from  day  to  day  influence  your  life  and  make 
some  alterations  in  this  early  beginning. 

I  would  estimate  that  80 ^  of  your  basic  personality,  physical 
build  and  all  the  rest,  come  from  your  ancestors.  You  can  change  this  a 
little,  but  not  a  whole  lot.  So,  it  is  important  to  find  out  what  you 
have  to  start  with.  By  reading  and  studying  this  history,  you  will  at  least 
know  that  much  and  this  will  get  you  started  with  the  rest.  The  next  step 
of  course,  is  to  analyze  your  natural  abilities,  your  native  aptitudes  and 
decide  on  what  you  like  and  don’t  like  in  order  to  develop  a  lifestyle 
which  will  be  enjoyable  to  you, and  useful  and  profitable,  and  will  give  you 
the  most  contentment  in  the  long  run. 

Before  I  get  it  started  with  the  actual  individual  family  that  we 
are  going  to  describe  and  discuss,  I  would  like  to  extend  this  introduction 
into  the  various  experiences  I  have  had  in  the  past  seven  or  eight  years 
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trying  to  put  this  whole  thing  together.  In  other  words,  I  have  become 
the  teacher,  so  to  speak,  and  the  teacher  often  learns  more  than  the  stu¬ 
dent.  I  have  found  it  interesting,  a  lot  of  hard  work,  it  has  involved  a 
lot  of  travelling,  tired  eyes  to  the  point  of  going  to  bed  early  many, 
many  nights.  I  have  traveled  to  Europe,  I  have  been  through  Switzerland  (I 
have  met  people  there  who  believe  we  are  their  relatives.)  I  have  been  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  some  of  our  people  definitely  came  in  the  early  1850’s. 
I  have  been  to  Kentucky  where  another  group  came  in  the  late  1700’ s  and 
later  moved  to  Ohio.  I  have  examined  the  archives  of  the  Ohio  State  House 
which  cover  the  Civil  War  peoples,  veterans,  pensions,  and  all  the  rest. 

I  ha\e  gone  to  the  Ohio  Historical  Society  and  picked  up  some  information 
in  their  historical  library.  I  have  visited  the  State  Library  on  Front 
Street.  I  have  exhausted  the  Court  House  here  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  I  have 
worked  over  the  Court  House  and  Library  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  Greenup, 
Kentucky.  I  have  worked  with  Washington  in  the  national  archives  with  end¬ 
less  number  of  letters,  and  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  and  some  other  states. 

I  have  tried  to  see  all  the  relatives,  especially  the  older 
ones,  checked  Family  Bibles,  and  these  are  some  of  the  things  you  have 
to  do  to  get  this  type  of  information,  for,  it  gradually  seems  to  go  out  of 
existence  or  it  gets  beyond  reach.  It’s  long  gone  forgotten,  or  lost, 
sometimes  even  burned. 

To  be  more  specific,  in  the. course  of  this  work,  I  have  picked  up 

•t;  H 

names  of  relatives,  dates  of  birth,  and  death,  documented  certificates  of 
all  sorts  of  events  and  details,  places.  I’^also  including  interesting 
events  in  some  of  the  lives  of  some  people  who  are  involved  in  our  family. 

I  have  examined  abstracts  and  deeds,  marriage  certificates  and  wills.  I 
have  checked  many,  many  censuses  taken  as  far  back  as  1790.  I  have,  in  the 
larger  cities,  checked  all  the  City  Directories  that  I  could  find  and  found 
them  very  helpful.  I  have  checked  pensions  from  wars.  I  have  collected 
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maps  dating  back  to  1650.  Incidentally,  the  names  of  places  and  counties 
have  changed  from  year  to  year  and  decade  to  decade,  which  also  added  a  lot 
of  confusion.  At  times  I  would  be  blocked  completely  and  would  have  to  wait 
for  a  break  to  come  along;  but  eventually,  I  would  get  a  break,  somewhere, 
somehow  as  long  as  I  had  patience  and  was  persistent,  and  was  willing  to 
stick  with  it.  I  would  like  to  add  that  no  one  should  attempt  this  type  of 
work  unless  they  really  enjoy  it,  have  the  time  for  it,  and  can  afford  it. 

It  usually  costs  $100  per  day  to  leave  town  to  collect  information  from 
some  of  these  other  Court  Houses  which  are  far  away.  This  can’t  be 
helped  but  sometimes  it’s  worth  it.  Sometimes  you  don’t  get  very  much. 

Most  of  the  time  you  get  your  money’s  worth. 

I  have  found  the  people  of  Kentucky  very  cooperative,  very 
friendly,  especially  the  River  people.  When  they  found  that  my  family 

v? 

was  named  Gilkey  on  my  mother’s  side,  they  did  everything  they  could  to 
find  evidence  to  help  me  complete  my  story,  including  a  ^GO-page  book  that 

covered  the  exact  county,  known  as  Greenup  County,  Kentucky,  that  I  was 

\J 

most  interested  in,  in  regard  to  the  Gilkey  Family.  This  particular  book 
was  full  of  surprises,  as  you  will  later  find  out. 

Before  we  get  in  to  the  actual  individual  families  that  we  are 
going  to  look  into,  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  learned  a  lot  about  the  early 
history  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky^ especially,  and  the  opening  of  the  West. 

Up  until  1650,  everything  West  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  was  occupied  by 

**''N  ^ 

Indians.  I  might  add  that  this  territory  was  absolutely  virgin.  There 
were  tribes  everywhere  -  all  different,  but  they  all  knew  each  other  and 
did  business  with  each  other.  They  had  regular  trails  back  and  forth  that 
were  well  worn,  not  for  wagons,  but  they  made  it  anyway.  Some  had  never 
seen  a  horse  before,  but  that  was  soon  to  come.  One  of  the  big  surprises 
to  me  and  also  to  the  earlier  white  pioneers  was  the  area  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  and  north  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio  was  simply 
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covered  with  wild  buffalo,  wild  turkey,  elk,  deer,  and  almost  any  animal 
you  can  think  of  in  tremendous  abundance.  The  low  lands  and  meadows  were 
very  green  and  full  of  grass,  and  the  timber  was  immense  and  endless.  One 
elm  tree  they  ran  across  on  the  way  north,  measured  twenty-five  feet  in 
diameter  at  the  base.  So,  that  gives  you  some  idea  of  what  this  country 
looked  like  before  the  white  man  began  to  take  it  apart  and  use  it  up, 
year  by  year,  until  we  have  very  little  left  in  the  way  of  natural  resources. 

As  you  know,  the  period  between  1650  and  1776  is  when  the  British 
and  the  French  were  very  intent  &n  helping  the  Indians  keep  the  American 
colonists  east  of  the  Appalachian  mountains.  They  were  very  effective  in 
this  endeavour.  They  supplied  the  Indians  with  guns,  and  some  of 

the  first  pioneers  located  the  Cumberland  Gap  at  the  base  of  the  Clinch 
River  country,  at  the  northwestern  end  of  North  Carolina.  As  these  early 
pioneers  broke  their  way  through  north  and  slightly  west  into  the  southern 
Kentucky  country  which  was  known  as  the  western  part  of  Virginia  at  that 
time,  it  was  uninhabited  by  white  people,  they  were  faced  by  Shawnee 
Indians  who  were  definitely  ready  to  eliminate  them  on  sight  and  they  did 
a  real  good  job  of  this  endeavor  and  sent  them  home'  in  a  hurry. 

This  period  ran  between  1650  and  1776.  Vie  actually  didn’t 
have  a  chance  until  the  English  were  driven  out  of  this  country,  sent  home 
and  the  Indians  lost  their  backing.  Then  the  opportunity  for  the  pioneers 
to  start  north  began  in  real  genuine,  endeavor.  Success  finally,  after 
many  fruitless  attempts;  but,  they  Were  only  temporary. 

One  of  these  early  leaders  was  Daniel  Boone,  which  many  people 
have  heard  of,  who  came  from  the  Yad^kin  River  territory  in  North  Carolina. 

He  gathered  together  about  forty  people  and  headed  north  through  the 
Cumberland  Gap  and  lost  his  son  in  an  Indian  battle  and  was  forced  to 
return  back  to  the  Clinch  river  and  stay  at  Clinch  for  a  while.  Two  or 
three  years  later,  I  believe,  Boone  tried  it  again,  and  gradually  worked 
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his  way  through  the  Gap  and  headed  north  to  a  place  known  as  Boone sborough, 

which  is  located  on  the  Kentucy  River  to  the  right  of  what  is  now 

//  ^ 

Louisville |  Kentucky*  Originally ,  this  was  known  as  the  Falls,  the  Ohio* 
Incidentally,  some  pioneers  made  a  deal  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  buy 
all  the  land  between  the  Allegheny  Mountains  and  the  Cumberland  Gap  all 
the  way  north  as  far  as  the  Kentucky  River  and  all  the  way  west  as  far  as 
the  Ohio  River*  This  oeal  preceded  Daniel  Boone *s  first  big  try  in  this 
area.  However,  this  didn't  make  any  difference  to  the  Shawnees.  They 

were  waiting  for  Daniel  Boone  at  the  upper  end  near  Boonesborough  and 

% 

gave  him  a  very  difficult  time.  Life  wasn't  easy  and  death  came  quck  and 
fast.  Many  prominent  people  were  killed  in  a  hurry  and  many  were  afraid 
and  went  home  the  same  way,  never  to  return.  However,  there  was  always 
someone  else  ready  to  try  again  and  the  lower  part  of  Kentucky  gradually 
became  settled  with  pioneers,  although  the  Indians  never  ceased  to  t'ake 
their  toll  for  a  great  many  years,  until  they  were  completely  driven  out 
of  Kentucky  and  up  above  the  Ohio  River,  above  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

About  the  same  time,  people  came  from  Pennsylvania  and 

floated  downstream  on  the  Ohio  River  on  Keelboats  or  flatboats.  These 
people  settled  all  along  the  Ohio  River,  including  Greenup  Kentucky, 
Portsmouth,  and  as  far  as  you  want  to  go.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
at  this  point  to  tell  you  that  the  Ohio  River  in  those  days,  in  no  way- 
looked  like  the  Ohio  River  looks  today  with  its  30  or  40  locks  which  dam  up 
the  water  all  year  long  so  these  barges  can  go  up  and  down  the  River  as  a 
form  of  transportation.  ^ 

In  the  old  days  the  Ohio  River  wasv rapids  or  falls.  As  I  told 

^  vN 

you  before,  Louisville  was  known  as  the  Falls.  Amazingly,  the  river  would 
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rise  when  there  was  a  lot  of  rain^  Most  of  the  time,  in  many  places,  you 
could  walk  across  however.  Research  revealed  this  and  it  came  as  a  great 
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surprise  to  me  because  I  had  no  idea  that  it  was  that  small  and  that 
shallow  at  one  time.  As  a  conclusion  to  my  introduction  to  this  history, 

I  would  like  to  say  that  the  Shawnees  of  Ohio  did  a  very  good  job  of 
protecting  their  land  and  their  animals  and  I  give  them  credit  for  it. 

One  of  their  choice  spots  was  Chillicothe,  which  is  an  Indian  name  meaning 
’’place  of  the  village.”  Another  choice  spot  was  up  at  the  forks  of  the 
Scioto,  which  is  now  known  as  Columbus.  The  land  in  this  area  was  flat, 
fertile  and  provided  very  good  game}  it  was  easy  to  grow  corn  and  live  very 
comfortably  here. 

Now  I  am  going  to  tell  you  about  the  first  part  of  my  family  which 
is  know  as  the  Guilkey  family  which  settled  in  Greenup,  Kentucky,  where 
we  received  most  of  our  information  records,  although  there  was  an  earlier 
history  which  I  am  now  going  to  explain  to  you. 

The  Guilkey* s  today  spell  their  name  G-u-i-l-k-e-y,  although  I 
don’t  believe  this  was  the  way  they  spelled  their  name  in  the  beginning 
because  these  people  came  originally  from  Scotland  back  before  the  fifteenth 
Century.  At  that  time  they  were  Presbyterians,  and,  being  Presbyterians, 
they  were  very  unpopular.  They  belonged  to  the  Campbell  Clan  at  that  time 
and  were  encouraged  to  leave.  With  this  encouragement  they  decided  to  move 
to  northern  Ireland,  near  Londonderry,  where  they  spent  several  generations. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  so  far,  although  this  is  subject  to 
change,  they  migrated  to  America  approximately  1775,  give  or  take  20  years. 
Our  earliest  information  which  is  not  lOCffo  documented  yet,  indicates  that 
they  settled  in  North  Carolina  and  the  early  pioneers  came  north  about  the 
time  of  Daniel  Boone.  Some  of  them  lived  near  him  at  that  time,  in  Kentucky 
up  in  the  Greenup  County  area,  near  the  Ohio  River.  Exactly  how  they  made 
the  trip,  I  can  only  guess.  I  would  assume  they  came  to  the  Cumberland  Gap, 
worked  their  way  north  towards  Boonesborough,  turned  towards  the  right  and 
the  north,  headed  up  through  Montgomery  and  Fayette  Counties,  and  Carter 
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County,  and  into  what  was  Mason  County  and  now  is  Greenup  County.  They 
settled  on  the  bcinks  of  the  |lttle  $andy  [^iver,  which  was  a  very  choice 
spot  whether  you  were  rich  or  poor.  This  river  empties  into  the  'Ohio  River 
at  its  end,  and  is  located  approximately  fifteen  miles  west  of  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Big  Sandy  River,  near  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

The  first  known  documented  Guilkey  who  spelled  his  name  Edward 
Gllkey ,  was  documented  in  the  first  census  taken  in  Greenup  County  in  1810. 
At  that  time  there  were  only  325  families  in  this  County,  and  he  is  classed 
as  one  of  the  early  pioneers.  I  also  have  a  reconi  where  he  paid  taxes  on 
a  piece  of  property  in  1792  on  a  documented  census  report  in  the  same 
general  area. 

My  studies  of  the  Guilkey  family  in  Kentucky  revealed  there  were 
two  other  Guilxey  famil3.es  or  clans.  One  was  located  in  the  very  center  of 
the  state  known  as  the  Nelson  County  area  and  one  known  as  the  Christian 
County  G^Llkeys  in  the  very  western  tip  of  Kentucky  on  the  Ohio  River. 

Thin  last  group  was  located  on  a  farm  in  the  Tradewater  branch ;  the  middle 
group  was  located  on  what  is  known  as  Gilkey's  Run  presently  and  the 
feeachy  ^eek  area.  Whether  these  two  families  are  related  to  ours  is  a 
mystery  to  me  at  this  point.  However,  I  hope  to  solve  this  problem  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  it  will  be  reported  in  a  supplement  to  this  history. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  the  Gjjilkey  Clan  who  lived  in  the  center 
of  the  state  their  names  were  Robert  and  John — were  probably  Revolutionary 
War  veterans  and  each  received  land  grantd  of  approximately  3,000  acres  each 
which  gave  them  a  good  start  by  anybody’s  yardstick. 

All  the  Guilkeys  that  I  have  found  in  the  Greenup  area  did  not  have 
« 

such  good  luck.  Their  purchases  were  comparably  smaller  and  never  exceeded 
over  500  acres  at  one  time;  however,  they  were  in  the  beginning  farmers, 
and  later  city  people  or  business  people. 
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At  this  point,  I  am  now  going  to  take  you  into  the  first  generation 
of  this  family.  The  first  known  Guilkey  was  Edward  Guilkey.  The  first 
generation  started  with  Edward  Guilkey  who  married  Nancy  Holden.  They 
were  married  in  the  year  1814.  My  guess  is  that  Edward  Guilkey  came 
from  North  Carolina.  He  must  have  come  throughtthe  Cumberland  Gap0 

He  later  married  a  lady,  named  Emily  Ginat  of  Indiana,  that  is,  southern 

•  * 

Indiana.  ^ 

The  next  person  I  came  across  was  probably  a  brother  named  David 
Guilkey.  He  was  married  in  1825  to  a  girl  named  Blankenship.  They  owned  f\ 
farmed,  which  X  have  documented,  in  1829,  about  four  miles  -^outh 

of  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Sandy  River.  It  is  located  between  the  Alcorn 
River,  and  the  Little  Sandy  River.  The  farm  contains  approximately  200 
acres  of  very  good  bottom  land,  which  certainly  should  have  made  a  good 
farm. 

There  was  a  third  person  of  this  generation  known  as  Sally  Guilkey, 

* 

who  married  a  man  named  Levi  Cartwright.  They  were  married  in  1818.  I  pre¬ 
sume  this  would  be  Edward1  s  sister.  They  moved  to  Hanging  Rock  and  did  not 
live  long  although  they  had  a  son  who  kept  the  family  going.  This  con¬ 
cludes  the  first  generation  of  Guilkey s  that  I  am  aware  of  in  the  Greenup 
area. 

The  second  generation  contains  four  people:  William  Guilkey, 

Charles  S.  Guilkey,  John  Guilkey,  and  Grace  Guilkey.  William  Guilkey  was 

* 

_ '*  $  *  in  1833*  William  and  Harriet  Guilkey  are 

the  direct  line  to  my  family,  which  include  ny  great  grandfather,  my  grand¬ 
father,  ny  mother,  myself,  and  so  on. 

The  second  person  I  would  like  to  mention  in  the  second  genera¬ 


tion  is  Charles  S.  Guilkey  who  married  a  lady  named  Elizabeth,  who  could 
not  write.  However,  Charles  was  a  tremendous  business  man.  seemed  he 
bought  and  sold  everything  in  sight.  He  eventually  ended  up  owning  the 


. 
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local  tavern  across  the  street  from  the  Court  House  and  he  later  owned 
numerous  plots  of  land  which  he  bought  and  sold,  and  finally  bought  the 
Ferry  rights  between  Kentucky  and  Ohio  on  the  Ohio  River,  which  he  held 
for  four  years,  from  1858  to  1862  or  the  middle  of  the  Civil  War.  At  that 
time  he  gave  it  up.  That  seemed  to  be  the  end  of  his  business  career  in 
that  community.  I  assume  he  moved  out  of  town  at  that  point  although  he 
was  getting  older  at  that  time.  The  records  in  the  Greenup  County  Court 
House  on  Charles  S.  Guilkey  seem  to  be  almost  endless.  The  xerox  conies 

X 

of  his  transactions  cost  me  $12.00  before  I  got  out  of  the  Court  House.  At 
this  point,  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  his  children,  although  they  are 
not  in  our  direct  line. 

The  third  Guilkey  is  John  Guilkey,  who  married  Margaret  Gee, 

and  later  married  a  girl  named  Sarah.  He  was  married  in  1829.  I  do  not 

% 

know  more  at  this  time  on  this  man. 

A 

Grace  Guilkey  married  a  man  named  John  Warnock  in  1833.  John 
Warnock  was  a  very  prominent  citizen  of  a  very  prominent  family  and  one  of 
the  first  pioneers  of  Greenup,  Kentucky. 

Before  I  go  into  the  direct  line  of  my  family,  I  would  like  to 
mention  two  or  three  interesting  things  that  happened  on  the  side.  One  is 
that  one  of  the  Guilkeys  known  as  Elizabeth,  commonly  known  as  Betsy, 
married  a  man  named  John  Holbrook,  which  was  a  well-known  name  in  the 
early  pioneer  days.  He  came  from  North  Carolina  about  1840.  They  were 
married  and  lived  on  the  upper  Tygart  Creek  area.  They  had  several 

children,  the  oldest  who  was  Colby  Holbrook.  Colby  had  a  daughter  whose 

^  \x 

name  was  Nancy,  and  she  married  a  man  known  as  Henry  Clay  Thomas,  who  was 
a  descendant  of  the  orator,  Henry  Clay,  the  great  compromiser  of  Revolution¬ 
ary  days.  He  established  the  Missouri  compromise,  the  Mason-Dixon  line  and 
a  number  of  other  things.  I  thought  this  might  interest  somebody,  so  I  threw 
it  in  for  what  it’s  worth. 


103 
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Another  Guilkey  that  I  would  like  to  mention  is  a  man  named 
Scott  Guilkey,  He  married  a  girl  named  Elizabeth  Smith,  who  was  born 
about  1820,  They  were  married  approximately  1840,  and  they  spent  their 
later  days  in  an  area  known  as  Gray*s  Branch  and  were  burried  in  Brick 
Union  Cemetery,  which,  incidentally,  is  easy  to  find  near  the  Ohio  River 
in  the  Greenup  area.  Incidentally,  Scott  could  have  been  a  brother  of 
William  Guilkey,  who  was  the  head  of  our  direct  line. 

We  also  have  on  record  that  a  man  who  was  well-known  in  that 
area,  named  James  Taylor,  was  born  in  Greenup  County  about  1850,  married 
Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Guilkey  Holbrook,  I  believe  this 
name  will  be  familiar  to  you  by  this  time.  I  estimate  that  their  wedding 
was  probably  in  the  area  of  1875. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  mention  that  in  1807 ,  the  Court  House 

% 

records  indicate  that  a  man  named  Edward  Guilkey  brought  a  suit  against 


the  County  for  not  taking  care  of  the  road  that  was  between  Greenup  and 
a  place  called  Sandy  Licks.  located  near  a  little  village  known  as 
Racoon,  which  is  on  the  Little  Sandy  River,  maybe  five  miles  south  of  the 


mouth  of  that  river.  This  indicates  that  the  original  Guilkey  also  had 
civic  interests  and  was  willing  to  follow  through  to  the  end.  He  was  no 
quitter.  I  will  repeat,  the  date  of  this  Court  House  record  was  1807. 
The  Court  House  was  only  three  years  old  at  that  time,  I  believe. 

Now  we  come  to  the  third  known  generation  of  Guilkeys  in  the 


*1  '-t 


Greenup  area.  Incidentally,  on  the  1850  census,  they  spell  it  Gilkey, 

ft  * 

which  is  the  way  it  sounded  in  the  ear  of  the  census  taker.  They  never 
seemed  to  ask  you  how  you  spelled  your  name.  This  seems  to  be  true  every¬ 
where.  Incidentally.  veryn few,  people  knew  how  to  spell  anyway  so  there 
was  seldom  an  argument  on  this  matter. 


s  bDir-'tsr  ~K 
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Of  course,  the  father  was  William  Guiikey,  bora  in  1808,  a 

$ 

farmer  with  $600  worth  of  real  estate,  which  could  have  been  quite  a  bit 
of  money  at  that  time.  In  the  year  1850,  William  was  42  years  old.  His 

(sh\?0 

wife  was  known  as  Harriet  Guiikey,  age  33  in  1850,  and  she  was  born  in 
1817*  Their  oldest  son  was  Solomon  Guiikey,  bom  1834  and  was  16  years  old 
in  1850.  He  worked  as  a  laborer.  The  second  son  was  Lindsey  Guiikey, 
bom  I836.  He  was  14  years  old  in  1850.  —  -  No  work  classification  from 

here  on. 


A  (Jhe  third  son  was  Edward  Guiikey,  which  was  my  direct  descendant. 
He  was  bom  in  1839 »  was  11  years  old  in  185oTJ  The  first  child  was  Grace 
Guiikey,  who  we  have  mentioned  before.  She  was  8  years  old  in  1850  or 
bom  in  1842. 

The  next  child  was  Charles  Guiikey,  who  later  had  a  son  William. 

% 

He  was  4  years  old  in  1850  and  was  born  in  1846. 

The  next  child  was  John  Guiikey,  bom  1844  and  was  6  years  old  in 


1850. 

The  next  child  was  Elizabeth  ^or  Bets^ Guiikey,  bom  184S,  and  2 
years  old  in  1850. 

The  last  child  was  David  bom  in  1849*  one  year  old  in  1850.  So, 
there  may  have  been  more  children  after  1850,  but  they  could  not  have  been 
listed  until  later.  t  »  N 

(s  Rt?e) 

As  I  told  you,  William  Guiikey  and  his  wife  Harriet  had  a  third 
child  named  Edward  Guiikey,  of  whom ‘I  am  a  direct  descendant.  Before  I  get 
in  the  next  generation,  which  resulted  from  him  and  his  marriage,  I  would 
like  to  say  something  about  the  general  condition  of  the  area  —  some  of  the 
peculiarities  that  I  ran  into..  For  example,  there  is  a  lot  of  talk  about 
salt  3.icks  and  salt  in  the  early  days.  It  seems  it  was  a  very  important 
subject,  so  I  became  very  curious.  I  couldn^  imagine  people  eating  that 
much  salt  as  they  were  out  looking  for,  digging  up  for  hundred  of  miles,  salt. 


. 


12 


Recently  I  found  the  answer  to  this  question.  Salt  was  valuable  and 
necessary  in  large  quantities  because  it  was  used  to  cure  meat  and  fish 
so  that  it  would  hold  over  for  the  winter  period  and  also  to  cure  out  the 
hides  of  the  various  animals  that  were  skinned  and  later  made  into  clothing. 
So,  you  can  see,  it  would  take  a  lot  of  salt  to  keep  the  whole  place  going 
whether  you  were  a  white  man  or  an  Indian. 

Another  thing  I  would  like  to  mention  is  that  if  you  would  like  a 
lot  of  detail  regarding  what  it  was  like  to  live  in  1810  or  1825,  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  whether  you  were  an  Indian  or  a  white  man,  you  could 
go  to  the  Historical  Society,  on  the  third  floor.  There  are  books  there 
which  will  give  you  a  very  picturesque  description  of  this  area  at  that 
time.  Very  few  people  today  realize  how  this  place  looked  at  that  time 

-because  what  it  was  is  no  longer  here,  It’s  dead  and  gone.  We  have 

u  ,r 

changed  it  and  I*m  sorry  to  say,  per  individual  we  have  lost.  There  are 
fewer  rabbits,  fish,  fresh  air  and  so  on  per  individual  today  as  compared 
with  those  days.  In  many  ways  they  had  a  better  life  than  we  did  although 
on  the  average,  they  did  not  long  as  long  as  we  do.  Also,  everything  was 
natural  -  there  was  nothing  processed,  pre-prepared,  lied  about,  and  very 
little  deception  around.  What  you  saw  was  what  you  got.  The  vegetables, 
the  fruit,  the  fish,  the  fowl  and  the  meat  were  all  fresh  or  preserved  at 
home  and  you  could  depend  on  it.  It  was  healthy. 

Out  of  the  eight  children  that  we  have  just  discussed,  after 
Edward  Guilkey  died,  John  Guilkeyvwho  rep'resented  eiglit  heirs  and  held 
one  eighth  part  of  this  estate  of  Edward,  sold  off  everything  Edward  had 
in  the  way  of  property,  to  John  Holbrook,  who  had  previously  married 
Elizabeth  Guilkey  in  1831*  The  amount  of  money  involved  was  $100.00  and 
the  complete  description  of  all  properties  involved  was  not  named.  I'm 
sure  it  included  a  house  or/and  lot  in  Greenupsburg.  Whether  there  was 
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any  farmland  involved,  I  don't  know.  It  is  not  described  to  my  knowledge. 
Incidentally  at  that  time  John  Guilkey  had  married  a  girl  named  Sarah} 
she  could  not  write  so  she  put  down  an(xJon  the  signature  of  the  document. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  next  document  from  the  Court  House 
came  in  1846  regarding  the  sale  of  Guilkey  property.  This  was  property 

G-/*AT 

owned  by  Edward  Guilkey  and  his  wife  Emily  Guilkey,  who  also  couldn't  read 

CHARLES  -S- 

or  write,  in  which  he  sold  Lot  #  82  in  Greenupsburg  to  one  -Earls  GuiLkey. 

At  that  time  Edward  Guilkey  and  his  wife  Emily  were  of  Vanderburg 
County,  Indiana.  Why,  I  don't  know,  but  he  apparently  had  a  son  Charles 
Guilkey  who  later  became  quite  a  land  buyer  &  seller.  (This  particular  sale 
came  to  $300  for  this  particular  lot  in  town.)  One  conclusion  I  can  draw 
from  this  is  that  William  Guilkey,  who  had  a  son  Edward,  also  had  a  brother 
Edward,  and  both  of  them  had  a  father  Edward,  who  was  the  original  founder 
of  this  particular  clan.  So,  we  have  an  Edward  Guilkey  in  every  generation 
so  far.  This  is  a  very  important  point  to  make,  and,  also,  that  Charles  is 
not  of  our  direct  line  but  a  near  relative. 

The  next  document  I  came  across  was  dated  1844*  actually  two  years 
sooner,  in  which  Charles  Guilkey  and  his  wife  bought  a  lot  in  Greenupsburg 
known  as  Lot  #  83.  As  you  can  see,  he  started  to  gather  land  wherever  he 
could  get  his  hands  on  it.  It  came  from  a  man  named  Seaton,  an  outsider, 
in  Greenupsburg.  He  paid  $75  for  this  lot. 

The  next  land  deal  was  by  Davidson  to  Charles  S.  Guilkey  in  which 
he  paid  $1600  in  1849  for  a  piece  of  land  known  as  The  Tavern.  He  was 
known  as  the  Tavern  keeper  across  from  the  Court  House  in  Greenupsburg  on 
the  main  street.  This  piece  of  land  is  on  the  comer  of  Main  and  Washington. 

The  next  document  that  I  am  going  to  describe  is  very  interesting 
to  me  because  it  concerns  the  original  farm  owned  up  the  Little  Sandy 
River.  It  contained  117  acres,  and,  in  this  case,  Charles  Guilkey  bought 
William  Guilkey 's  interest  in  this  farm  for  $200 sin  1853*  This  farm 


' 
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originally  came  from  the  Hollister  family.  That  is  how  we  identified  this 
land.  As  you  can  see,  Charles  was  putting  his  money  in  real  estate.  This 
wasn't  too  bad  an  idea  at  the  time,  or  even  today.  To  the  best  of  my  know¬ 
ledge,  the  William  Guilkey  shown  here  is  part  of  my  direct  line. 

In  1859»  Charles  Guilkey  did  it  again.  For  the  sum  of  $3,000,  which 
was  paid  off  gradually,  Charles  bought  a  ferry  line  including  buildings, 
horses,  goats  and  everything,  between  Greenup,  Kentucky  and  the  state  of 
Ohio.  This  ferry  crossed  the  Ohio  and  he  held  this  property  until  1862. 

As  far  as  I  can  tell,  the  Civil  War  interrupted  this  business,  or  some¬ 
thing  else,  and  he  sold  it  at  that  time.  The  previous  owner  of  this  ferry 
line  was  a  man  named  McMullan.  In  1862  a  man  named  Oaks  bought  the  ferry 
line  from  Charles.  This  is  where  he  started  to  sell  property.  The  price 
that  this  property  was  sold  for  is  not  clear  in  the  document  that  I  read 
before  me  so  we  will  not  try  to  pin  it  down. 

The  last  transaction  by  Charles  S.  Guilkey  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (x) 
is  interesting  first,  because  it  took  place  in  1859  and  it  indicates  that 
Charles  was  living  in  Scioto  County  which  now  would  be  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

He  evidently  has  left  Kentucky  and  moved  north  with  the  rest  of  the  family 
and  he  sold  a  very  small  lot  for  $25.  I  do  not  find  any  more  sales  or 
deals  by  Charles  Guilkey  in  these  records  in  Greenupsburg,  Kentucky. 

I  would  now  like  to  say  something  about  the  war  records  of  Edward 
Guilkey,  son  of  William  Guilkey,  A*ip  father  of  Albert  Guilkey,  and  my 
great,  great  grandfather.  This  man  distinguished  himself  during  the  Civil 
War  by  being  a  Wagon  Master  for  an  Ambulance  Train.  It  was  known  as 
Company  I,  39th  Regiment,  Indiana  Infantry.  Why  he  went  to  Noblesville, 
Indiana  to  muster  in,  1*11  never  know,  but  people  do  do  peculiar  things. 

He  was  known  for  working  with  horses  and  wagons,  he  had  been  a  farmer  and 
he  reached  the  rank  of  Corporal.  He  spent  several  years  in  the  war  and 
was  discharged  in  1864  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Years  later  he  became 
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very  disabled  and  left  his  wife  Elizabeth  in  Portsmouth  and  went  to  Dayton, 

Ohio  to  the  Old  Soldiers*  Home,  where  he  died  in  1906.  The  reason  for 
death  was  known  as  dilatation,  whatever  that  is.  He  was  buried  in  Dayton, 

Ohio,  Grave  #  49»  Section  P,  Row  22  in  The  Old  Soldiers*  Home  Cemetery. 

At  the  present  time  I  am  waiting  for  Washington  records  for  the 
Civil  War  service  of  the  other  members  of  the  family.  We'll  add  this  as  a 
supplement  later. 

I  might  add  that  during  Edward's  service,  he  was  the  Chief  of  the 
Ambulance  Train  for  the  division  that  he  was  in.  This  was  a  very  top  notch 

job,  and  he  was  very  confident  in  this  work.  1961914 

As  a  little  aside,  I  recently  took  a  trip  to  Lebanon,  Ohio  where 

I  went  through  their  very  fine  Museum.  I  would  recommend  it  to  anybody* 

Also,  the  Golden  Lamb  Inn.  It  serves  some  of  the  very  best  food  in  Ohio 

% 

in  a  beautiful  building  where  many  Presidents  have  slept  and  eaten.  While 
I  was  in  the  Museum,  I  ran  across  a  book  entitled  "Early  Marriages  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  by  early,  I  mean  before  the  Revolutionary  War. 

In  this  particular  book,  I  found  one  reference  to  a  man  named  Samuel  GuiLkey 
who  was  married  to  a  girl  named  Mary  Be van,  in  the  year  I863  or  64  -  I  am 

not  sure  which.  The  month  was  August  25th  of  either  of  these  years.  This 

is  the  earliest  reference  to  a  Guilkey  with  the  exact  spelling  which  we  have  that  I 
have  ever  run  across  and  consider  it  a  piece  of  luck.  This  man  must  be  either 


a  direct  relative  or  a  near  relative,  I  am  amazed  to  find  him  in  Pennsylvnia 

•~s  X. 

4  m 

at  such  an  early  date.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  comes  from  this 
interesting  find. 

In  the  same  place,  at  the  same  time,  I  located  a  census  of  South 
Carolina  and  there,  in  a  place  called  Union  County,  I  ran  across  a  census 
of  1790  and  the  reference  was  a  man  named  Samuel  Guilkey.  This  time  it  was 
spelled  phonetically,  but  with  a  u.  G— u— i-1— k—ey'.  He  had  a  wife  and  it 
showed  that  he  had  three  daughters  still  living  with  him.  It  is  rqy  guess 


■j-.r.  no,*'  1x1  :s  t  t  j  •  . '  w  ms  *  >r  1  i  r 


i  it!, .a,  : 
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that  any  boys  he  had  had  moved  on  to  other  locations,  such  as  Kentucky#  It 

(n  eP's) 

is  possible  this  man  is  Edward’s  father  (that  is  the  Kentucky  Edward.)  If 
you  examine  the  years  right,  the  dates  would  make  it  very  very*  possible  for  ^fN 
Edward  to  be  his  son  and  also  establish  our  residency  in  one  of  the  Carolina’s 
in  the  Revolutionary  period  or  sooner. 

It  is  also  my  best  guess  that  this  Samuel  Guilkey  could  be  the 

same  Samuel  Guilkey  previously  located  in  Pennsylvania  back  in  1763  and 

later  by  being  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  learned  to  travel  and  had 

decided  to  move  south,  or  perhaps  was  down  in  South  Carolina  when  the  war 

was  over  and  decided  to  stay.  Also,  he  would  be  too  old  to  travel  to 

Kentucky  in  1790  but  the  boys  would  be  just  the  right  age. 

As  soon  as  possible  I  will  check  the  Pennsylvania  archives  for  all 

the  Revolutionary  soldiers  from  that  state  and  attempt  to  get  more  informa— 

% 

tion  on  Samuel  Guilkey  in  relation  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Perhaps  he 
was  a  veteran  and  this  would  help  us  a  lot.  I  will  also  try  to  check  the 
marriage  records  in  South  and  North  Carolina  to  see  if  we  can  pick  up  mere 
information  on  other  people  of  this  spelling.  If  I  find  anything,  you  will 
see  it  later  in  this  book. 

At  this  point  I  have  decided  to  go  on  with  the  direct  line  of  the 
Guilkey  Family.  As  I  told  you,  William  had  one  boy  named  Edward  Guilkey. 

He  was  bom  in  1839  and  died  in  1906.  He  married  a  girl  by  the  name  of 

<r  * 

Elizabeth  Sinnett.  She  was  bom  in  1847  in  Ironton,  Ohio  and  died  in  1898 

h 

in  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  They  had  four  children,  3  boys  and  a  girl  —  Albert, 
William,  Lottie  and  Eddie.  I  have  been  told  that  Uncle  Eddie  was  a  nice 
guy.  Albert  was  a  good  man,  but  William  and  Lottie  were  stinkers.  This 
is  only  heresay,  I  have  no  proof  of  this.  ALBERT  Wf\S  JlG-tiT  IOITH  ANJ) 

Moving  on,  Albert  was  bom  in  Ironton,  in  1868  and  died  in  Columbus, 
Ohio  in  1940.  He  married  a  girl  named  Annabelle  Simcox.  She  was  bom  in 
Portsmouth  in  186 8  and  died  in  1903  in  Springfield,  Ohio.  She  was  one  of 


' 
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\1  J children  which  I  will  describe  later  in  the  Simcox  family  tree,  Albert 
and  Annabelle  had  (lC^  children ,  one  of  which  was  Marie  Guilkey.  or  her 
true  birth  name  was  (Mar^  Guilkey ,  which  was  my  mother.  Marie  Guilkey  was 
born  in  1897  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio  and  died  in  Columbus,  Ohio  in  I967  of  a 
stroke.  I  might  add  that  she  had  high  blood  pressure  probably  all  of  her 
life  which  caused  a  circulatory  problem  which  later  developed  into  a  brain 
problem  and  for  many  years  she  had  to  have  constant  care  and  lived  seven 
or  eight  years  after  my  father  died.  She  was  a  very  beautiful  woman, 
probably  the  most  beautiful  woman  in  the  whole  family.  In  1923,  by 
accident,  she  entered  the  first  Miss  America  contest  here  in  Columbus, 

Ohio,  and  won  the  contest.  However,  she  was  disqualified  when  they  found 
out  she  was  married.  Her  replacement  was  a  girl  who  came  in  second,  a  sirl 
by  the  name  of  Mary  Catherine  Campbell,  who  went  to  Atlantic  City  that 
very  first  year  and  won  the  Miss  America  contest  and  repeated  it  the 
following  year  in  1924.  She  is  the  only  girl  to  have  ever  done  this. twice. 
This  is  quite  a  remarkable  record  for  both  people. 

The  Columbus  Art  Gallery  painted  many  pictures  of  my  mother  and, 
once  again,  she  was  a  remarkably  beautiful  woman.  She  had  a  very  high 
regard  for  honesty,  was  very  frank  and  plainspoken,  and  wasn't  afraid  to 
face  up  to  anybody  or  anything  on  any  subject.  However,  her  education 
was  limited  to  grade  school  only.  She  understood  beautiful  clothes  and 
always  managed  to  wear  them  and  look .beautiful 0  This  was  a  hobby  of  hers 
which  lasted  her  whole  life.  She  also  decorated  her  house  with  many  beauti¬ 
ful  items  which  have  been  passed  on  down  to  me,  and  which  I  still  have,  and 
I  hope  to  divide  among  my  children. 

I  would  also  like  to  add  that  she  was  not  too  easy  to  get  along 
with  although  she  was  quite  pleasant  among  groups  of  people.  At  home  she 
wanted  her  own  way  most  of  the  time,  and  got  it  most  of  the  time.  She  was 
determined  in  this  direction  and  I  also  might  add  she  loved  to  go  downtown, 


18 


almost  every  day  and  go  through  the  stores.  She  loved  to  shop  and  look  ground 
on  High  Street,  Most  of  the  salesmen  knew  her.  She  only  bought  good  things, 
never  anything  cheap. 

She  traveled  the  entire  world  with  my  father  and  enjoyed  most  of 
the  trips  until  he  got  sick  and  they  had  to  stop  travelling.  My  father  died 
in  1959  from  a  doctor's  shot  which  contained  serum  hepatitis  because  the 
needle  was  not  clean.  That  was  the  only  time  he  was  ever  sick  in  his  whole 
life.  So,  I  always  have  second  thoughts  when  it  comes  to  nurses,  doctors 
and  hospitals.  They  are  not  infallible. 

Before  I  close  this  file  on  the  Guilkey  family,  I  should  mention 
a  period  when  rny  mother  was  a  girl  which  was  then  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

This  would  cover  some  15  years  or  more.  One  point  I  neglected  to  say  was 

C  A  TH  &(?/*/£?  V/CkC/CS 

that  -g-1  j.g came  from  Carter's  Cave,  Kentucky,  which  is  just 
south  of  the  Greenup  area.  Marie's  mother,  Annabelle,  died  at  the  age  of 
^3^  in  Springfield,  Ohio.  All  the  children  were  passed  out  among  the_ 
relatives.  Some  made  out  well;  some  didn't.  My  mother  spent  some  time 
with  Aunt  Clara  and  another  one  and  she  liked  her  very  well  -  they  were 
good  friends  their  entire  life.  Later,  Albert  Guilkey  moved  to  Columbus, 

Ohio  because  there  was  work  in  Columbus,  after  working  in  Springfield. 

He  set  up  residence  in  Columbus  and  worked  as  a  finish  carpenter  the  rest 
of  his  life.  I  can  still  remember  him  doing  finish  carpentry  wrork  during 
World  War  II  at  the  Fort  Hayes  barracks.  Soon  after  his  first  wife  died, 


he  married  a  woman  named  Rachel  -  he‘r  last  name  I  do  not  know,  and  after 
knowing  her,  I  do  not  care  -  nor  does  anyone  else.  She  did  not  care  about 
the  kids  at  all',  gave  them  a  lot  of  trouble \  got  them  many  beatings  and 
she  only  wanted  the  man,  not  the  children.  This  is  a  bad  deal,  anytime, 
anywhere.  The  children  all  wanted  to  get  away  from  home  as  fast  as 
possible.  HArpevsf 


Ethel,  the  oldest,  became  a  deaconess  in  the  Methodist  Church  and 


■* 
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soon  went  to  Montana  to  live  the  rest  of  her  life.  She  became  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  a  very  large  hospital  in  Billings  and  also  Great  Falls,  Montana, 
where  she  finally  retired.  She  was  buried  at  a  very  elderly  aged  here  in 
Columbus,  Ohio.  I  attended  her  funeral  here  several  years  agoQ 

My  mother’s  sister,  Margaret,  married  a  man  named  LT£  G  (\3<= X? 
who  turned  out  to  be  a  difficult  German  to  live  with  and  they  were  later 

(HKRRy) 

divorced.  They  had  several  children,  known  as  Junior,  Richard  and  Catherine. 

« 

I  still  see  Catherine  frequently  and  I  consider  her  a  very  good  friend. 

Pauline  turned  out  to  be  almost  an  old  maid  but  in  the  middle  of 
her  life  she  married  a  New  Englander  and  they  lived  in  Mason,  Ohio.  She 
was  an  excellent  pianist  and  played  the  organ  for  the  church  and  many  social 
organizations  in  southwestern  Ohio  and  was  an  excellent  musician.  She  also 
died  several  years  ago. 

The  youngest  child  was  a  boy  named  Clarence.  I  believe  he  was 
born  around  1902  and  grew  up  to  become  a  sailor,  went  to  San  Diego.  He 
was  married  once  but  his  wife  died  and  he  never  married  again.  He  was  a 
very  handsome  man  and  all  the  girls  liked  him.  He  is  no  longer  living.  He 
had  beautiful  blond  curly  hair  and  a  handsome  profile.  He  looked  something 
like  his  father  except  for  the  hair.  tfON&Y  Tc>  u> AS  G-caj$  F’oZG  (  C. 

Another  boy  named  Lyle  became  a  painter.  He  was  rather  sickly  and 

married  a  girl  named  Edith.  They  later  moved  to  Phoenix;,  Arizona  where  he 

diedo  At  this  particular  time  Edith  is  in  her  80 Ts  and  is  almost  blind.  I 

;  ; 

hope  to  see  her  this  year  on  a  trip0‘ 

t 

Lyle  had  two  or  three  boys  -  one  was  called  Bud,  one  was  David.  I 
think  there  was  another  one  so  there  will  still  be  some  Guilkeys  around,  if 
they  had  children,  I  don’t  know,  but  that's  all  I  know  about  that. 

The  Guilkey  girls  grew  up  in  Columbus.  They  grew  up  in  an  area 

' 

called  Fly  Town,  where  there  were  a  lot  of  Italian  people  and  were  moderately 
poor.  This  area  is  near  the  corner  of  Neil  Avenue  and  Goodale  Boulevard, 


*  y 
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near  Goodale  Park.  The  family  home  was  on  ^£>VTTL£FT>  TUG  HousG~  &A/ 

the  north  side  of  the  street.  They  had  many  friends  in  this  area  and  many 
fond  memories.  One  of  their  friends  was  a  girl  named  Dorothy  Cassidy  whom 
I  can  still  remember.  She  was  full  of  laughs  for  everybody  -  a  real 
comedian.  I  understand  she  is  still  living  -  encouraging  for  us  comedians. 

After  the  children  were  raised  Albert  built  a  beautiful  home  on 

!/K) 


Rhinehart  Street  near  Schiller  Park  which  is  still  standing.  It  is  still 

ein 

in  real  good  shape,  and  is  located  just  east  of  the  new  school  on  Rhinehart 
on  the  south  side,  probably  the  first  house.  I  remember  standing  around 
the  piano  when  Pauline  played  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  we  all  sang  many 
old  songs  and  had  a  good  time  while  Rachel  went  out  in  the  kitchen  and 
hid.  As  far  as  1*11  concerned,  that’s  where  she  belonged. 


Margaret  ended  up  in  Senior  Citizen  Home  in  Mount  Vernon, 


Ohio,  and  I  recall  going  to  her  funeral  seven  or  eight  years  ago  which  would 
make  it  about  19&S  or  69.  On  the  way  back  we  brought  back  my  aunt  Marne 
Simcox,  who  married  Joseph  Simcox,  and  she  was  able  to  give  me  much  of  the 
history  of  the  Simcox  family,  which  I  will  relate  to  you  later,  in  another 


story.  SHe  /s  a L(ve  3 or  nee  at  g-osjg-. 


To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  that’s  about  all  I  can  tell  you  about 


the  Guilkey  family.  They  were  individualists,  very  honest,  very  intelligent, 
bull-headed,  determined,  a  fine-looking  straightstanding  bunch  of  people. 
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KENTUCKY 


Capital:  Frankfort 


State:  1792  (15th) 


I.  HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 

A,  Early  exploration  and  settlement 

1.  In  1738,  Kentucky  was  first  claimed  by  Virginia  as  part  of  Augusta 

County  and  began  functioning  in  1745* 

2.  In  1730,  the  Eastern  section  of  Kentucky  was  explored  by  Dr.  Thomas 

Walker,  the  British  explorer*. 

3.  In  1735,  Transylvania  Company  was  organized  under  the  leadership  of 
Col.  Richard  Henderson  of  North  Carolina.  From  Indian  tribes  he  pur¬ 
chased  almost  what  is  now  half  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

4.  1767  -  Daniel  Boone  and  five  Companies  visited  Eastern  Kentucky. 

5.  In  1770,  Kentucky  was  Bototourt  County,  Virginia. 

6.  In  1772,  Kentucky  became  Fincastle  County,  Virginia.  Fincaotle  records 

are  now  located  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia. 

7.  1774  -  First  colony  in  Kentucky  was  settled  by  James  Harrod-  given 

name  of  Harrodsburg,  now  in  Mercer  County. 

8.  In  December  of  1776,  Kentucky  was  designated  as  Kentucky  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  Bill  creating  Kentucky,  Washington,  and  Montgomery  Counties 
out  of  Fincastle  County  was  introduced  on  Oct.  26,  1776  by  Thomas 
Jefferson.  When  the  bill  was  approved  on  Dec.  31,  1776,  Fincastle 
County  went  out  of  existance. 

9.  In  1780,  Kentucky  was  divided  into  three  counties:  Fayette,  Jefferson 
and  Lincoln. 

10.  In  1785,  Nelson  County  was  formed,  making  a  total  of  four  counties. 


(see  first  page  map). 

11.  In  1790  these  four  counties  had  been  subdivided  into  the  following  nine 
counties:  Mason;  Bourbon;  Woodford;  Fsybltb;  Madison;  Mercer;  Jefferson 
Nelson  and  Lincoln,  (see  back  cover) 

12.  June  1,  1792  -  Kentucky  became  the  15th  state  admitted  to  the  Union. 

B.  The  People 

1.  Early  settlers  wore  mostly  from  Maryland,  North_ Carolina,  Tennessee 
and  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Originally  they  wore  of  Oerman,  English,  Irish  and  Scottish  descent. 

3.  As  European  Immigration  increased,  many  people  came  to  Kentucky  from 
Russia,  Italy,  Poland  and  Austria. 
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THERE  WERE  EIGHT  ORIGINAL  SHIRES  (OR  COUN¬ 
TIES)  IN  VIRGINIA,  ALL  OF  WHICH  DATED  FROM 
1634.  THERE  WAS  ALSO  THE  "ORIGINAL  COUNTY* 

OF  NORTHUMBERLAND  (THE  INDIAN  DISTRICT  ChlCK- 
ACOAH),  DATING  FROM  1 649. 

THE  NINE  ORIGINAL  COUNTIES,  IN  EXISTENCE 
WHEN  KENTUCKY  BECAME  A  STATE  ON  JUNE  I,  1 792, 
HAD  A  DIRECT  COUNTY  "ANCESTRY"  OF  FOURTEEN 
COUNTIES,  INCLUDING  KENTUCKY  COUNTY.  THEY  WE¬ 
RE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

CHICKACOAH  INDIAN  DISTRICT  (  I  63-* } ,  WHICH 
BECAME  NORTHUMBERLAND  IN  16-48;  LANCASTER 
(I65I);  RAPPAHANNOCK  (1656-1692);  ESSEX(i692); 
AND  THE  LAST  GAVE  TERRITORY  TO  FORM  SPOTSYL¬ 
VANIA  IN  1720. 

IN  ANOTHER  LINE  WE  START  WITH  CHARLES  RI¬ 
VER  (1634)  WHICH  BECAME  YORK  IN  1 643;  NEW 
KENT  (l65<);  KING  AND  QUEEN  {1691);  KING  WIL¬ 
LIAM  (1702);  WITH  KING  AND  QUEEN  AlO  KING 
WILLIAM  GIVING  OFF  TERRITORY,  TOC,  TO  FORM 
SPOTSYLVANIA  IN  1 720. 

AS  THE  ABOVE  TWO  LINES  CONVERGE,  WE  SEE 
A  DIRECT  LINE  OF  DESCENT  THROUGH  ORAYGE  (173*), 
AUGUSTA  (  1733),  BOTETOURT  U7?C),  FINCASTLt 
(1772-1776)  AND  KENTUCKY  (I776-I76C)  TO  TnE 
NINE  ORIGINAL  KENTUCKY  COUNTIES,  IN  EXISTENCE 
AT  STATEHOOD. 

KENTUCKY  COUNTY  BECAME  JEFFERSON  ( I 76C) , 
LINCOLN  (1 780),  AND  FAYETTE  ( 1 7&0) .  FROM  T«E 
THREE  ORIGINAL  COUNTIES  A  TOTAL  OF  SIX  WERE 
CREATED  BY  1792.  THEY  WERE:  MERCER  ( l?o6)  AND 
MADISON  (1786)  FROM  LINCOLN;  NELSON  (1735) 

FROM  JEFFERSON;  AND  BOURBON  ( 1 70S) ,  MASON 
(1789)  AND  WOODFORD  (1789)  FROM  FAYETTE.  IN  A 
PERIOD  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  YEARS  THE 
REMAINING  Ml  COUNTIES  IN  KENTUCKY  «ERE  CREA¬ 
TED.. ..1792  TO  I9J2.  FURTHERMORE,  NOT  ONE  OF 
COUNTIES  CREATED  BY  THE  COMMONWEALTHS  CF  VIR¬ 
GINIA  AND  KENTUCKY  HAS  EVER  BECOME  EXTINCT. 

COUNTIES  IN  KENTUCKY  HAVE  SEEN  NAKED  FOR 
RIVERS,  THE  BARRENS,  SPRINGS,  T(£  SEAL  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH,  JUDGES,  LAWYERS,  STATESMEN,  SE¬ 
NATORS,  CONGRESSMEN,  PIONEERS,  REVOLUTIONARY 
WAR  HEROES,  1 NO  I  AM  FIGHTERS,  NAVAL  HEROES, 

AN  INVENTOR,  GOVERNORS,  PRESIDENTS,  MILITARY 
LEADERS,  HEROES  SLAIN  |N  BATTLE;  EXPLORERS, 

AND  AM3ASSAD0RS.  MORE  COUNTIES  IN  KENTUCKY 
ARE  NAMED  FOR  NATIVES  OF  VIRGINIA,  THAN  FOR 
THOSE  OF  ANY  OTHER  STATE  OR  NATION.  KENTUC¬ 
KY  IS  TRULY  A  DAUGHTER  OF  VIRGINIA. 
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Kentucky  1785-1912  (Heavy  linoa 
indicate  1785  boundaries).  Only 
four  counties  in  1785,  By  1792 
there  were  nine  counties.  (coo 
back  cover) 
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DECLARATION  FOR  ORIGINAL  INVALID  PENSION. 

UXQEK  AN  ACT  CRANIINC.  PENSIONS  TO  S0UHF.RS  ANQ  SMI  OHS  WHO  AHE  INCAPACtfAICO  FOR  THE  I' Fit  FOR  MANUS  OF  MANUAL  LMIOA  AND 
PnOVIOINO  TOR  PENSIONS  fo  WIDOWS,  MINOR  CHILDREN,  a  NO  UM'fNOENT  PAitrNrS. 
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